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	HOST INSTITUTION

University of Oulu

	LOCATION

OULU (Finland)
University of Oulu / Department of psychiatry / Peltolantie 17 / 90210 Oulu, Finland

	DESCRIPTION OF THE HOST INSTITUTION

Department of Psychiatry, University of Oulu (http://www.oulu.fi/yliopisto/) is a small but active research unit. We have many effective teams, extensive national and international collaborations, unique study samples and good publication and funding tracks.  

Main research arms. We have multiple research lines which give versatile opportunities for scientific study and training. However, our main focuses are mental health epidemiology across the life span, schizophrenia, brain imaging, genetics, life span epidemiology, ageing, outcomes, adolescents, addictions, crimes, suicidology, somatic comorbidity, mortality, antipsychotics, bibliometrics, meta-analyses and systematic reviews.
We extensively collaborate with: UCambridge (Prof P. Jones, Dr G. Murray); Imperial College London (Prof. M-R Järvelin), UQueensland (Prof J. McGrath), UTexas Southwestern (Prof C Tamminga); UGeorgia (Dr B Miller); UCLA (Prof N Freimer); Karolinska Instituten (Prof. J Tiihonen); UMunich (Prof. HJ Möller and P Falkai).

Our major study projects are described in:  http://www.medicine.oulu.fi/psyk/sivut/research.htm.

We have trained over 70 doctors (http://www.medicine.oulu.fi/psyk/sivut/research.htm) and over 20 are in progress.  Some of the key scientists are active in the Oulu Psychiatric Epidemiology Society (www.opes.fi) which has a major role in continuous scientific education. Examples of foreign research fellows: MD Graham Murray, UK, thesis in 2005 accepted with distinction.  MD Brian Miller, USA, thesis in 2011 accepted with distinction.  

We have unique study samples with long follow-ups (NFBC 1966 and 1986 Birth Cohorts, adolescent and suicide samples), register data, large amount of data collected and stored, good publication and training tracks, national and international networks, key persons interested in scientific training, many young scientists, good national and international funding, good position of junior scientists: structured and supported track towards PhD grade and high-level doctoral thesis.

	PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR

Adjunct Prof. Jouko Miettunen
	ADDITIONAL SUPERVISORS:

Prof. Matti Isohanni, Dr. Matti Penttilä, Dr. Erika Jääskeläinen, Prof. Juha Veijola, Adjunct Prof. Pirjo Mäki, Dr. Kristiina Moilanen, Dr. Marianne Haapea, Prof. Pirkko Räsänen, Dr. Helinä Hakko

	AVAILABLE POSITION

PhD researcher
	Mode: Full time

	Eligibility (see also Eligibility criteria.doc)

According to the ITN Marie Curie rules, the candidate can be of any nationality at the time of the recruitment but must not have resided or carried out his or her work or studies in Finland for more than 12 months in the 3 years immediately prior to the date of the recruitment.

	Starting date: January 1st 2014
	Duration: 3 years

	Title of proposed PhD Studentship:

Schizophrenia across the life span

	Qualifications and academic background of candidate

Fulfillment of all the essential criteria is mandatory.
ESSENTIAL CRITERIA:

· MSc is required: Degree in Medicine, Psychology, related methodological sciences (statistics, physics, etc.) or in a mental health related area.
· Advanced English language skills.
DESIRABLE CRITERIA:

· Previous research experience.

· Participation in international exchange programs as a student or as a researcher. 

· Some experience in statistical data analysis. 
· Good interpersonal and organisational skills.

This information should be included in the CV, written in English. Translation of your non-English national courses and diplomas is necessary.

	
Individual Research Project

The main objectives of the project are: 1) to determine the early life and developmental risk factors for schizophrenia; 2) to investigate the life span development of schizophrenic psychosis; 3) to determine the psychosocial difficulties when ageing with schizophrenia; and 4) to determine the factors that influence the severity of psychosocial difficulties when ageing with schizophrenia.

Some of the tasks involved in the project are: 1) Analysing the data of the Northern Finland 1966 Birth Cohort and other relevant European databases. 2) Performing key informant interviews and expert surveys to identify possible databases for psychosocial difficulties in schizophrenia. 3) Performing across-sectional study collecting information on psychosocial difficulties and their determinants in an ageing population with schizophrenia.
The results of the project will be disseminated by means

1) Publication of at least two scientific papers in peer-reviewed journals. 

2) Participation in international and national conferences and workshops. 

3) Newsletters for other interested parties and internet resources.

	The application has to consist of the following documents:

· Application form (see Application_Form.doc)

· CV

· Letter the recommendation (see Reference Form MARATONE.doc)

and has to be sent to:

jouko.miettunen@oulu.fi
by latest October 31st, 2013.
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